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VILLAGE A FIRE, ISFs, AND POOK MARILAG RELOCATION SITE

By Maria Faith Varona, UP College of Architecture

l. Demogra phiCS (Number of households, residents, and age groups in Village A)

The study site is located inside the University of the Philippines campus. Village A is an employee’s

housing under the jurisdiction of Barangay UP Campus.

Table 1. Barangay UP Campus Population

2010 2015 2020
Total Population 36,486 45,520 47,127
Household Population 35,928 44,244 -
# of Households 8,356 10,607 -

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority

Age Group Population Age Group Population by age group
(2015) Percentage U"f:: -_
509 I
(%) 10014 |
80 & above 182 0.40 151018
2024
75-79 222 0.49 251029
70-74 387 0.85 oo
- 401044
65-69 4 1.63 451040 |
60 - 64 1,005 2.21 501054 |
55059
55-59 1,372 3.01 60t064
50 - 54 1,900 417 it
45-49 2,407 5-29 070
soandover [
40543 2,897 6.36 0 1K 2K 3K 4K 5K
35-39 3,399 7-47
30-34 3,790 8.33 :
by age group
25-29 4,179 9.18
20-24 4,815 10.58 h
14 and under
15-19 5,222 11.47
10— 14 4,142 9.10
5-9 4,400 9.67
1-4 3,609 7-93 151064
Under 1 851 1.87
Total 45,520 100.00

65 and over F
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Table 2. Demographics of Barangay UP Campus based on the 2015 Census of Population

6K

406

Source: PhilAtlas available at https://www.philatlas.com/luzon/ncr/quezon-city/up-campus.html accessed 14

January 2023.
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Table 3. Barangay UP Campus and Informal Settler Families (ISFs) in Village A

2011 2015
Demographics
Overall ISFs Percentage | Overall ISFs Percentage
Barangay UP Campus 36,486 5,909 16% 45,520 6,327 14%
Village A 1,355 372 27% - 373 -

Source: Office of Community Relations Report

At present there is no available gender disaggregated data and due to the recent fire, the barangay is
yet to conduct a census of the area to update its records.

Il Village A Relocation Process: (The process from the fire in Village A to the
decision to relocate)

The Village A fire happened in the early hours of the morning in 02 May 2022 and caught the residents
off guard. Forty one (41) houses were burned to the ground, with eight (8) partially damaged. Eight
(8) persons were killed, including a child. According to the barangay, a total of 105 families were
affected, comprised of 387 individuals and 282 dependents.

2 > e 3 2 -} Ev 1 J
Screencaptured from a video footage of the Village A aerial photograph, before the fire.
Village A fire from Inquirer.net available at Source: Google Maps
https://web.facebook.com/inquirerdotnet/videos/
fire-broke-out-in-residential-area-in-up-
diliman/398887871869717/ accessed 15 January
2023
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Prof. Lanuza/OCR eéting with the fire victims Staging area with tents
Photos source: OCR report courtesy of Prof. Gerry Lanuza

The Process:

1) The families affected by the fire were not allowed to return to their houses after the fire
was put out. They were provided temporary shelters in the following locations:

along E. Jacinto Street

in the Environmental and Energy Engineering compound
in Sampaguita dormitory

in Kamia dormitory

basketball court (Pook Amorsolo)

P an oy

2) Relief assistance was immediately provided by the barangay, university, and local
residents.

3) The fire/burned area was fenced-off immediately for security and safety. Retrieval or
salvaging of personal property was allowed a day after the fire, only by the families
affected by the fire. Scavengers (not fire victims) were not allowed to enter the fire zone.

4) The fire affected families were not allowed to rebuild their houses. The OCR and barangay
met with the affected families to explain the situation.
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5)

6)

7)
8)

9)

The university administration led by the Chancellor met with the local government of
Quezon City (Mayor, City Architect, Housing and Urban Development office); barangay
captain, Vice-Chancellor for Community Affairs, and OCR to discuss housing assistance for
the affected families.

The Mayor/Quezon City government agreed to build the temporary housing (plan the site,
do house design, and construction) and also the multi-story permanent housing.

The university will provide the land for relocation.

The affected families will be provided with permanent housing in Pook Marilag, the
identified in-campus relocation site of the university.

The relocation site is already in use, the university relocated around 20 ISFs from “Village
C”, an area adjacent to Village B that was illegally occupied by ISFs. This is to make way for
the construction of a dormitory/employees housing in the Village C area.

The OCR conducted community meetings with the fire affected families to discuss the
housing relocation option in Pook Marilag. Regular meetings were held to update the
affected families of the housing development.

10) The LGU started building temporary houses around July 2022.

11) The temporary houses (first 80 units) were inaugurated in 19 December 2022.

12) The ISFs that were affected by the Village A fire living in the basketball court of Pook

Amorsolo were prioritized in the first batch to transfer to stop the rising cases of children
getting sick in the tent housing (diarrhea, skin diseases, etc.).

13) The local government targets to build 120 temporary housing units.

14) The rest of the affected families still living in the dormitories and other sites (mainly UP

employees) will be transferred to the temporary shelter by February-March 2023.

15) According to the Quezon City local government, the permanent housing will take 2-3 years

to build/complete.

Roles of UPD and Quezon City departments regarding their

1)

respective Village A relocation plans.

University
a. Conducted an assessment of the fire damage
Provided relief assistance to the fire victims
Secured the site of the fire (perimeter fencing and security personnel)
Created a masterlist of affected families (through the OCR)
Provided university facilities for the temporary shelters (tents)
Provided the relocation site
Organized the affected families (priority UP employees)

@ o0
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2) Local Government of Quezon City

a. Provided relief assistance to the fire victims (with the barangay)

b. Developed the site development plan, house design and construction of
temporary houses (through the Office of the City Architect and the Housing and
urban Development office)

¢. Will build the multi-story structure/permanent housing building (target
inauguration in June 2023)

3) Barangay UP Campus

a. Provided relief assistance

b. Coordinated with the university (through the OCR) for the management of the fire
affected families

c. Organized the affected families (in coordination with the OCR)

d. Organized the inauguration and transfer to the temporary housing of the first
batch of beneficiaries (in coordination with the Quezon City government and
OCR).

IV.  Site information for relocation of Village A

The relocation site is called Pook Marilag (beautiful or pretty in the local dialect). It is part of the last
remaining rice fields at the periphery of the campus property. In the 2012 Master Development Plan
of the university, the land use of Village A (red star in map) is classified as academic support unit and
the relocation site (yellow star in map) is science and technology park land use.

University of the Philippines Diliman
Master Site
Development Plan
2012

academic. academic
e 13770 2793

sclence and
tachnolagy park

rosource goneraton 2 2
pmees 4260 amR

residentint ;
i M. 1037 22eah

- community services 31 07
other parks and
major open spaces

rmm Q'Otlﬂ.‘- 4325 3m

Legend:

- existing bulldings

Map 1. Master Site Development Plan 2012
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In 2016, the site was first used as a relocation site for the informal settler families in Village C, affected
by the construction of a multi-storey student/employee housing.

Krhnrofum ™"
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Old Capitol Site/
# 4 _Pechayan

. San.Vicente

% eT r.
“Book
Amorsolo

Aginaldo

The site isrelatively flat and bound in
the north by a creek, in the west and
south by Sikatuna Bliss, and east by
rice fields.

It is approximately 23 hectares in
area, the boundaries of the lot has
not been established yet.

Only portions at the northeastern
part is being used for the relocation.

Image 2. Pook Marilag Relocation Site
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Image 3. Location of Village A in relation to Pook Marilag

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) built the temporary housing in the relocation
site made of semi-permanent materials (half-concrete, half-plywood). Below are photos of the
temporary housing built by the DPWH for the relocatees from Village C

Image 4. Entrance to DPWH Temporar')-/ Housing
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Image 7. Unit location on site
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V.  Current progress and future timeline for Village A relocation plans

In 19 December 2022, the first 80 units were inaugurated and the ISFs in the tents were the first to be
installed in the transition houses.

Entrance to the site
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Septic vault Water supply tanks

10
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Interior of the unit Kitchen with the doors to the toilet (white door)
and laundry (brown door)

% 3 2

City ayor and officials with the ben

The UP Chancellor, Quezon City Mayor, City Architect, Councilor, Barangay Officials, OCR, and Vice-
Chancellor for Community Affairs attended the event. The next batch to transfer in the transition
housing is scheduled in February 2023. These will be the university employees currently staying in the
dormitories.

The multi-story permanent housing will take 2-3 years according to the local government of Quezon
City. As soon as the transition housing is done, work on the multi-storey permanent housing will
start. ®
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