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CILIT7IEAEI—: English in Actlon

In 2008 the Sugiyama Jogakuen University Self-
Access Center was opened with one main goal: to take
English learning beyond the classroom. However, the
center has evolved into more than this; it is now also
a place that offers students opportunities to develop
leadership skills. Our center is a non-Japanese space
where students go to build their English. While there,
students must make educated choices about their own
learning such as deciding what materials to use and the
level-appropriateness of those materials. Thus the center
provides students with the opportunity to take control of
their learning and develop learner independence, and this
independence empowers students, deeply impacting the

success of their learning.

We offer many English activities in the Self-Access
Center. Each week, ten English conversation groups and
three English lunch events are held by nineteen student
volunteers. Additionally, we have regular language
workshops and cultural events hosted by teachers or

guests.

Alongside these developmental English opportunities,
giving students opportunities to build leadership skills has
become the second main focus of the Self-Access Center.
For example, the center is run entirely by students who
work in English. This gives older students the chance to
be role models and publicly demonstrate their hard won
English skills, and it inspires younger students to become
like their peers. These peer role-models are much more
powerful than native-speakers. The end result is that our
students develop greater confidence and independence
-two things that can help Sugiyama students become
satisfied life-long learners.
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