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Ushering in an era of multicultural coexistence

Tatsuaki Kuroda,
Assistant to the President and Professor of the School of Modern Management

The structure of the age hierarchy in Japan is shifting from “pyramid-shaped” to
“coffin-shaped,” and although the average life expectancy is getting longer the
birth rate continues to decline. If this trend continues, it is easy to predict that
the labor force in various fields will become seriously depleted. Therefore, like
other developed countries, we are now at a time when we finally open our doors to
foreign labor to maintain our standard of living.

It has long been recognized for the progress of globalization, but Japan, with its
geographical characteristics as an island nation, is rare among developed nations
in that it basically closes its doors to people from other countries. Up until now,
in response to the decline in the labor force, we have taken only roundabout measures, such as the acceptance of
Japanese Brazilians and the technical intern training system that allows foreign workers to enter the country for
a limited period under the guise of “transferring technology to developing countries,” but now the acceptance of
foreign workers as part of the regular labor force, including highly skilled professionals, is finally gaining momentum,
albeit for a limited period.

However, from such examples as the racial discrimination in the United States and the growth of political parties
in Europe that advocate for the exclusion of foreign workers, it is clear that achieving “coexistence” that transcends
differences in culture and language is no easy task. In Shin-Okubo, Tokyo, known as ‘Koreatown,” the number of
people coming from Vietnam, Nepal, Indonesia, and other countries has increased, and efforts are being made in
earnest to create a multicultural community centered on local shopping streets. However, these efforts have not
always been successful. Even in Aichi Prefecture, the center of Japan's manufacturing industry, extensive cultural
clashes occurred in the 1990s at the Homi housing complex in Toyota City, which hosted many Japanese Brazilians.
The situation has since settled down thanks to the efforts of local residents, but in order to understand different
cultures, it is important for Japanese people to not only interact with people visiting Japan from overseas, but for
them to also learn about other countries themselves. In particular, | think it is important to understand countries
around the world, including Japan, from a relative perspective, rather than using Japan as a standard from which to
look at foreign cultures and social systems.

Sugiyama Jogakuen University offers many study abroad and oversea training programs. Although the number
of participants has not yet returned to its previous level due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, one's
school days are a time in life when one still has much more freedom of time. Unlike a mere sightseeing trip, a major
advantage of university exchange and oversea training programs is that students can learn about the educational
system and atmosphere in other countries.

As of the end of 2024, within Nagoya's population of 2.33 million, the number of foreigners exceeds 100,000.
Today's generation of Japanese students needs to be aware that it is essential to prepare to survive in an era of
multicultural coexistence.
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Let us introduce the activities in the 2024 school year!
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Incomingjexchangeistudents Classworls

In the 2024 school year, SJU accepted 14 exchange students As for .the ipternational exchange
in the spring semester and 8 in the fall semester. (Details are classes for incoming exchange students,

shown in the table.) For six months to a vear, the exchange in order to accept students whose

students studied together and cooperated, making their study ;J:ﬁ:&(iassheeés a;na %nggr?{alsvell'_gyzlhafg

abroad experience at our university even more meaningful. Japanese language study, starting from
[Spring semester] the 2024 school year. We have also
TR 1 Ol 1 cres!ted four" new classes, ‘Japanese

: Society A~D,” where students can learn
Taiwan 3 South Korea 8 about Japanese culture and society,
Thailand 1 etc., in addition to Japanese language.

[Fal ter] For those exchange students with high

a semes er Japanese language skills can also take

l Taiwan ‘ | South Korea 7 undergraduate courses related to their
major.

Filald trips

We held field trips to Inuyama in the spring semester, and to Ise and Toba in the fall semester. During the Inuyama
field trip, after touring Inuyama Castle, a national treasure of Japan, the students took a walk through the old townscape
and enjoyed the atmosphere of the castle town in early summer, while learning about its history. At Ise and Toba, the
participants got a first-hand feel of some of Japan's natural environment and culture by walking around, taking a cruise
around Toba Bay, and crafting kadomatsu (traditional New Year's decorations).
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Interacitions) outside)SUU
The exchange students also interacted with

many people outside of the university. At the

nursery school affiliated with our university, they

had a great time with children brimming with energy.

They also interacted with junior high and senior high

school students from our school and talked about

school life, language, music, etc. from each other's

countries. During home visits, exchange students

spent a day with a host family experiencing

Japanese home life and doing such activities as

attending a party and observing cormorant fishing.
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The main events in the 2024 school year

Welcomed 30 students in the summer program

The 2024 summer program welcomed 8 international students from Thailand, 2 from the United States, and 20 from Taiwan,
resulting in a rich international exchange with a total of 30 students, the largest number thus far. During the two-week program,
international students learned basic Japanese, Japanese culture and society, experienced tea ceremony, yukata, and shamisen, made
Japanese food, and participated in field trips to Arimatsu and Gujo Hachiman. The international students remarked, “Participating in the
summer program has greatly increased my enthusiasm for the Japanese language and my interest in Japanese culture. | want to come
to Sugiyama again!”

Conversation practice with Practicing shamisen Arimatsu Shibori (tie-dyeing)
Sugiyama students

New partner universities for exchanges and outgoing study abroad

In March 2024, we concluded a study abroad exchange agreement with King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang (Thailand).
This is a university with which our School of Life Studies has had exchanges for overseas training, and we look forward to sharing future
exchanges in specialized fields such as architecture and design. In May, we concluded a student-exchange and study abroad agreement
with Seoul Women's University (South Korea). This is a prestigious women's university in South Korea, where students can study in a
variety of fields in both Korean and English. Through collaboration with new partner universities, SJU supports students in fostering a
global perspective and developing into individuals who can play an active role in international society.

King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang Seoul Women's University

Interaction with China

Outgoing exchange
Welfare Institute

students

In April 2024, President Kuroda, Kasahara, Director of the
Center for Intenational Exchange Programs, and Professor Ji
visited the China Welfare Institute in Shanghai, which focuses
on girls’ education. In May, a six-member delegation from the
China Welfare Institute visited SJU, toured our nursery school
and kindergarten, and exchanged opinions on education.

In 2024, we sent a total of three students to study abroad
at our partner universities: Shanghai Normal University (China),
Sripatum University (Thailand), and Universiti Sains Malaysia
(Malaysia). Students studying at each university not only deepen
their knowledge of foreign languages and specialized fields, but
also expand their international perspective by interacting and
living with local students. In
addition, by reuniting with
international students who
have previously studied at
SJU, they are able to have
an even more fulfilling study
abroad experience.



Exchange student report

From March 2024 to January 2025, | attended a language school affiliated with Shanghai
Normal University in China. | went to study abroad at the beginner level of Chinese, but this
experience went beyond just learning the language and gave me time to think and learn a lot
within a different culture. | decided to study abroad because | wanted to experience local life
first-hand with my own eyes and body. The reason for this is that information on social media
and television tends to be biased, and | felt that many people are allowing their decisions to be
influenced by the opinions of others. In today's age, where information technology is progressing
and the influence that individuals have is increasing, | believe that it is of great importance to
become a person who can think and make decisions based on one’s own experiences.

During my time abroad, | was able to experience differences in culture and values every day. It
was sometimes refreshing and sometimes confusing, but it was a great learning experience for
me to be able to see these things as “just differences,” rather than judging them as good or bad.
The people in China were bright, with lovely smiles. They were friendly and very kind, and | was

helped by them many times during my stay. Through these experiences, | began to think about
what is necessary in order for people with different histories and cultures to understand each
other. | think the most important thing is for people to come to know each other as they stand at
the table of discussion and make their points to each other. To achieve this, language learning is
essential, and learning another language may be the first compromise that can be made.

One of my favorite sayings is, “understand complex things as they are, in their complexity.”
Rather than evaluating others based on my own preconception of common sense, | want to have
the heart to accept others’ backgrounds and values as they are, and | strive to do so every day.
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D i g . two new undergraduate schools
Study mat not onl rt and one new department were established at
hu y ades O, Oh ‘ydsuppo SJU. The School of Foreign Studies aims to
exchange stuAents in their Japanese help students acquire the language skills and
language stud|e.s, but al.so 'teach each international education that will enable them to play
other about their countrleg languages an active role in international society, and it also
and cultures, and provide support offers Japan Studies. Within the School of Human
for exchange students’ academic Sciences, the Department of Human Relations
needs. Exchange student supporters explores human diversity and connections, and aims
accompany on field trips, and plan to help build an inclusive and harmonious society.
and conduct events such as the Star The School of Information and Social Design
Festival, Christmas party, and sports develops the ability to create new value and solve
festival to deepen cultural exchanges social issues in the information society through
with exchange students. media, tourism, etc. _
In addition to these, SJU offers a variety of
learning opportunities.
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Editorial With the release of Volume 16 of our newsletter, we would like to extend our warmest thanks to everyone who lent their cooperation

in compiling and edifing this edition. Following the establishment of the Center for Infernational Exchange Programs Office last school

postscript year, this year we have started the School of Foreign Studies, which focuses on study abroad. Our university's infernational exchange
system continues fo improve for increasing the number of students wishing fo study abroad, which had declined due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Although conditions around the world are rapidly changing and we are enfering an era of growing diversification,
the Center for International Exchange Programs will continue o work to ensure that our students who wish fo sfudy abroad can do so
safely. (Center for Infernational Exchange Programs Newsletter Editorial Committee)
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